" A Neolithic Fortress

and Funeral Center

Excavacions acr Hambledon Hill in southwescern England reveal

chac in abouc 3600 B.C. elaborace funeral rites began to be carried

our there. As che funeral cencer decayed, a huge forcress was buile

ambledon Hill is a landmark of
“TMkog proportions that sits

astride the wvalley carved by
the Stowr River through the chalklands

of southwestern England. A Meolithic
herdsman Eﬁnlmaa up to the hilltop
in about 3404 B.c. would have sken an

impressive sight Crowning Hamble-
don Hul was a hu .
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‘ramparts placed at inter-

[ vals added an eerie note 1o the appear-
ance of the fortificationg.

The MNeolithic complex at Hamble-
don Hill had not always been mtended
for defense. The impressive [art was
the final step in a process of modifica-
tion mﬂ'tipamm at the site that be-
gan in about 3 B.C. and may have
lasted ToF weveral hundred years. From
an archasological paint of view what is
even more arresting than the foriifica-

tions is the puﬂ-lb:lu!r that {n i enl:r

pe
the communities near 'Ih: hill died, the
body was exposed 10 the elements in
a special area. In some instances the
body may have been accompanied by
offerings of precious objects. After the
flesh had fallen off the bones, some
corpses may have been selecied for
burial in another place with [urther
CEfeffOnies.

& with the tran-
sitbon [rom hunting and gathering to
agriculture. The first agriculiural com-
munities probably did not have a sta-
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ble enough economic base to bulld
permanent settlements; lew traces of
the earliest agricultural communities
have been found. Within a few hun-
dred years. however, the economic
stability provided by agriculture en-
abled some members of the communi-
Lty to twrn to Activithes other than
farming or tending their herds. The

fortifications and funeral rituals a
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A brief exploratory survey in 1959
by Desmond Bonney of the Royal
Commission for Historical Monu-
ments showed that other MNeolithic
earthwaorks existed on the hill and sug-
pested the complex might repay full-
icale excavation, In the early 1960
plowing of the stheep pasture on the
site was begun and continued plowing
would have destroyed the evidence
needed 1o understand the huge monu-
ment Therefore in 1974 an excavation
was undertaken that ultimately cov.
ered &0,000 ﬂl.l-m Frelers.

The held propect revealed the re-
maing of several related Neolithic.
struciures on the hull | see difeniraion on

rituals were highly developed. As such | page #7] Most of |'-|'l'l.'- artifacts connect-

the site is helping to provide a novel !

picture of life during the New Stone _lri;_rﬁ]ﬁmtll‘# main cdusewayed

Age in Britain.

Huw has the piciure of life and ritu-
al at Hambledon Hill been as-
sembled? The Hambledon HillE

vation Field Survey Projeci, whi
| r 974 1w 1% Was an
emergency efdort (o rescue Slone Age

artifacts from the encroachment of
modern agriculiure. [t had long been
known that there were Neolithie arti-
facts on Hambledon Hill. As early as
1913 Heywood Sumner, a Britizh ar-
chitect and antigquarian, had detected
the remains and drawn up one of the
first site plans of a Neolithic enclogure
to be published 1n Britain

enclosure) at the center of the hill. Two +
long barrows, low mmmd.l. that may ‘

in enclosure, -

ot o the south and ong 1o the north.

- A smaller enclosure (the Siepleton en-
Atosure) occupied the tip of the south-

eastern spur of the hill. The Siepleton =
enclosure was probably a Jdomeshic
area for at least part of the tume it vas
used in the Meolithic period.

The defensive fortifications thai ¢ir-
cled the hilliop were strongesi on the
southern and western shopes of the hill,
between the Stepleion enclosure and
the main enclosure. It is possible that
there was & third enclosure in 4 strate.

HAMBLEDON HILL is & grest ovicrop of chalk ihst dominstes am ares of rich pasfure-
lamd. A& large Stone Agr arcropolis asd later & fortress ance crowned the hill. Litde of the
N eolithic monuments can b seem in the photograph. { The striking eartheorks on the sorth-
erm spur of the hill [Soctem] are Prom o later Lron Age fort built over part of the MNeolithic fort-
Gcations.) Most of the remains relating to Neolithic feneral rites were found at the center
of the bill snd on the Stepleten spur (op fofih. The Neolithic fortifications protected the eo-
tire hilltop; they were particulasly rirong oa the seuthern and western slopes (upper fighth






