" A Neolithic Fortress

and Funeral Center

Excavacions acr Hambledon Hill in southwescern England reveal

chac in abouc 3600 B.C. elaborace funeral rites began to be carried

our there. As che funeral cencer decayed, a huge forcress was buile

ambledon Hill is a landmark of
“TMkog proportions that sits

astride the wvalley carved by
the Stowr River through the chalklands

of southwestern England. A Meolithic
herdsman Eﬁnlmaa up to the hilltop
in about 3404 B.c. would have sken an

impressive sight Crowning Hamble-
don Hul was a hu .

" Wl ree concenlfic ramparts
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| Jable of (he three, was SUppoOTTE
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‘ramparts placed at inter-

[ vals added an eerie note 1o the appear-
ance of the fortificationg.

The MNeolithic complex at Hamble-
don Hill had not always been mtended
for defense. The impressive [art was
the final step in a process of modifica-
tion mﬂ'tipamm at the site that be-
gan in about 3 B.C. and may have
lasted ToF weveral hundred years. From
an archasological paint of view what is
even more arresting than the foriifica-

tions is the puﬂ-lb:lu!r that {n i enl:r

pe
the communities near 'Ih: hill died, the
body was exposed 10 the elements in
a special area. In some instances the
body may have been accompanied by
offerings of precious objects. After the
flesh had fallen off the bones, some
corpses may have been selecied for
burial in another place with [urther
CEfeffOnies.

& with the tran-
sitbon [rom hunting and gathering to
agriculture. The first agriculiural com-
munities probably did not have a sta-
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ble enough economic base to bulld
permanent settlements; lew traces of
the earliest agricultural communities
have been found. Within a few hun-
dred years. however, the economic
stability provided by agriculture en-
abled some members of the communi-
Lty to twrn to Activithes other than
farming or tending their herds. The

fortifications and funeral rituals a
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A brief exploratory survey in 1959
by Desmond Bonney of the Royal
Commission for Historical Monu-
ments showed that other MNeolithic
earthwaorks existed on the hill and sug-
pested the complex might repay full-
icale excavation, In the early 1960
plowing of the stheep pasture on the
site was begun and continued plowing
would have destroyed the evidence
needed 1o understand the huge monu-
ment Therefore in 1974 an excavation
was undertaken that ultimately cov.
ered &0,000 ﬂl.l-m Frelers.

The held propect revealed the re-
maing of several related Neolithic.
struciures on the hull | see difeniraion on

rituals were highly developed. As such | page #7] Most of |'-|'l'l.'- artifacts connect-

the site is helping to provide a novel !

picture of life during the New Stone _lri;_rﬁ]ﬁmtll‘# main cdusewayed

Age in Britain.

Huw has the piciure of life and ritu-
al at Hambledon Hill been as-
sembled? The Hambledon HillE

vation Field Survey Projeci, whi
| r 974 1w 1% Was an
emergency efdort (o rescue Slone Age

artifacts from the encroachment of
modern agriculiure. [t had long been
known that there were Neolithie arti-
facts on Hambledon Hill. As early as
1913 Heywood Sumner, a Britizh ar-
chitect and antigquarian, had detected
the remains and drawn up one of the
first site plans of a Neolithic enclogure
to be published 1n Britain

enclosure) at the center of the hill. Two +
long barrows, low mmmd.l. that may ‘

in enclosure, -

ot o the south and ong 1o the north.

- A smaller enclosure (the Siepleton en-
Atosure) occupied the tip of the south-

eastern spur of the hill. The Siepleton =
enclosure was probably a Jdomeshic
area for at least part of the tume it vas
used in the Meolithic period.

The defensive fortifications thai ¢ir-
cled the hilliop were strongesi on the
southern and western shopes of the hill,
between the Stepleion enclosure and
the main enclosure. It is possible that
there was & third enclosure in 4 strate.

HAMBLEDON HILL is & grest ovicrop of chalk ihst dominstes am ares of rich pasfure-
lamd. A& large Stone Agr arcropolis asd later & fortress ance crowned the hill. Litde of the
N eolithic monuments can b seem in the photograph. { The striking eartheorks on the sorth-
erm spur of the hill [Soctem] are Prom o later Lron Age fort built over part of the MNeolithic fort-
Gcations.) Most of the remains relating to Neolithic feneral rites were found at the center
of the bill snd on the Stepleten spur (op fofih. The Neolithic fortifications protected the eo-
tire hilltop; they were particulasly rirong oa the seuthern and western slopes (upper fighth






gic position for defense on the north-
ern spur of the hill. but it les wnder a
much later hull fort from the [ron 2e
and has oot vet been excasated, Al
though the defenaneg structurss 1nd
the funeral monuments le clow 10
gether, they ace probably fm sinct
Iy contemporancous: unfaveling (e
chronclogy of the phases &l COfsirbg-
teom at the site aas ong of the greatest

challenges of the meld propect
In addipen o Hombledon Hall™s
sirategic localiof. avefal guonomic

facrogs endoubiedly infleenced the
chiowe of the imposiag fillop us a4 aie
for buillding. The hill dominaies an

wrea well supplied Wiih Deo respurces
that were critical o the early Meolithic
period: grazing land and flint. The rich
puuune[!:ma 31 the fool of The hill -
cludes the Vale of Blackmore 1o the

west and the skirts of the chalk wplands
of Cranborne Chase to the ¢ast. The

chalklands aré rich i fint and the
hunfing weapons and axes of prehis-
toric hunters abound thore
,fj!: a leetile region where prehistoric
lurnters aere already concenoran-
ed, the area around Hambledon Hill
woks a natniri] sele for ihe ¢ ;rlz ey e
apmeent of agrecultare. The progess of
Jowlopemienl mar Base Peen spurfed
by e arrival of tmmgranis (rom the
Ewfopean «PRIASAE Atk new toche
magiies onsd matorals, bul chis prt
ol the Sooiathiee periosdl sm Bestaon s
nod well understood. In any event, by
alrgar HIHHY |, 1 TEANSIMDA IO &R Qg
riculiural coonomy was under way.
In the transition [rom hunting-and-
gathering groups 1o stuble agriculiu-
ral communities a_new 1ype of archi-
rectural siructurg—the walled enclo-
sure—had a sigrnfcant role. Walled

!Il'lj Foabiprces, 2ol mubfing argas afefe
specialized dotovinnes | such as woimis.
wngh were cdfpied oot 4md defending
a gommunity [pom ailack. ABout fi
Neolithie are knoanm in
southern England, ranging o s fnom
one heture o " 1. hedtare
i kot 28 ores & didi ik
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closured shared one SONSIFEI TR Fod-
tare: the duehed around the comlo
sure wene a0l Combinusug Instewd the
ditches were interrupted al wrregular
iflervals By ¢auseways perpendicular
te the leng axis of the circular depres-
& 1T presence of the causenais
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enclosures served as means of control-  suggests that the ditches were not con-
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— STRATEGIC SETTING of Hambledon Hill made it & natural
r""i—- place for am early Neolilhle community 1o build The hill com-
%4 mands the corrider cut by the Sicur River through the chalklasds
"= A, of southwestern Eaglasd. [t dominates the rich grazing lands in the
|, Vale of Blackmore o the west. ln about 4000 B.C, uf the begimning
!f i e T af the “Neolithic period. popalatisn may have bern concentraied
! 3 = in the area, drawn by the svailability of two key rescurces: pastare-
PR e
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-4 F land and Mind For making stone ook The Neolithic forirms on the
_""..--' hl.m'wq-umjbtnwhthlﬂmiumn‘l-ﬂhﬂ
o st v | ol 1he commanithes living (8 the lowlands at the feot of the hill

oeived as defensive barreers in their
own right but as quarries {or the con.
yruction of the internal bank or ram-
part. [n sofme instances the bank sur-
wives, although it is generally much re-
duced by erosion. The construction
material and style of the bank proba-
bly depended on the available resour-
ces and the function of the enclosure.

At Hambledoa Hill the main cause-
wayed enclosure, ser in ihe center of
the hill. formed one of the primary
focuses of the feld work. Sinee so
litthe was known about Hambledon
Hill in 1974 when the Excavation and
Ficld Survey Project began. the pre-
liminary digging strategy was a simple
one, About 20 percent of the interior
of the main enclosure was excavated 1o
determine what the enclosure had besn
used for in Meolithic 1imes.

Roughly the same proportion of the
enclosing ditch was also excavated,
The work in the ditch proveded addi-
tronal information abowt the function
of the site, The excavation of the ditich
enabled the feld-work ream 1o sel up a
chronology of the phases of use of this
part of the Hambledon Hill complex.
The chrorology was based on radso-

car careiul recon-
SITLCTien ol e sraia that accumulat-

ed in the ditch afeer i was first dug
The initial digging revealed that the
subsoil of Hambledon Hill had been
extensively damaged by ercsion and
agriculiure, It soon became appareni
that the hill had been plowed during
(e Late Stone Age. the Bromze Age and
the Iron Age as well as in Roman and
medieval times. The millenniums of
plowing had removed berween 70 cene
timeters and one meter of the topsoil.
The removal of so much soil posed a
major archaeological difficulty be-
cause with the soil were form away



mmost ol the postholes
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SITE PLAN shows bow Hamblodon Hill was developed, In it early
phase dorampel the site was a cender Por funeral ritusts The main
camewayed snclodure at the conter of the hill wes whers the bodies
were hrvl laid oul. Adter thie Besh had fallen off the bones some
Bodies may have been barsed in a pair of loag barmows positioned
morih and isuth of ibe main snclosure, The Stepleton soclosure My
Bave been & dwelling place For 3 small, privibeged growp of people

wha cosducted the lanernl rituabe As the funeral center fell ima
disuss thet Neadithic community transformed the site into & forFes
A Fudi part was buill om ihe sowiborn and western slopes and the
Sheotos spur | grecel A ihird enclosare, on the northern spur umder
the Iran Age fort, may have been the command center of the for-
tresi, Later two sddithenal ramparts | purpied reinforesd the main
ang along the souibern slope, which is gewile and hemce vulmerabie.
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The object in these assemblages un-
doubiedly had 3 high prestige value
for the members of the Meolibic com-
munity. fragments of pottery recov-
ered from the pris are apparently the
remnants of complete vessels. Coam-
pared with shards [rom other parid ol
ihe wite. the pottery incliedes a hagh
Irrn;l.r\-|'.r::_"| ] |';'.|_'~|-r'|.'-.l {rom
distant regions such as Cornwall and
Deevon. Some of the juile

arge and went made with a skall than

KAFES

cessels are

prompled imitations donly partally
successfuly in local matersals

vmong other imported iems found
in the pUls are LS !I"!E'l__"l.ﬂ.-l.'. 815 Of
the stone shows [hat e axes came
from Cornwall. southern “Wales and
Borrow dale in Cumberiand
of these funerdl deposing o the MNed:
lithic inhabitants 15 suggesred by the
faci the axei were desirable enoughs
to justily ImpOranon Over '‘What were
then vast distamces: M4 kilometers in

The value

thie case of Borrowdiale. Even more
siriking was the rerrieval of fwo axes,
one of nephrite and one of jadeite, that
do not come from Boawn an all but
probably come from Brittany or per-
hapa even [arther afeld

The items found in the man enclo-
fUre thids carry e suggestiion of rivual
praclices. The excavalion ol the diich
arcund the man enclosure has helped
o conhrm that rituals were carried
ot and has also provided information

STEPLETON ENCLOSURE was probably & domestic mres for
gageh &5 indicated by the reluse foand there. The digging of the
Phase | ditch furaished muterial for a bank of which litile remaina.
The gate ai the wpper left was the enirance ia thee enclosure. Past-
boles within the raclesure may have brea loundations for dwellings
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pits contained the remains of Pensting and Hintwodkiag. Aller the
ariginal bank collapsed, fortifications were built over part of the -
closure. The primary sutwork ditch ylelded material for iké masn
rumipart {greeal, which was entered by the gate st lawer left Sec
endary ditches yiebded material for teo smaller fampans | parpil



about what kind of rituals they were.
The ditch was originally dug to furnish
material for the rampart around the
enclosure. The remains of the rampart
are flimsy, to say the least. What evi-
dence there is suggests that the ram-
part was a timber-framed case into
which a mass of chalk from the ditch
was packed to produce an impressive
but ultimately unstable barrier.

After the rampart was erected a
pastelike silt accumulated at the bot-
tom of the ditch as material washed
down the sides of the depression. At
many points on the circumference of
the ditch the accumulated silt appears
to have been carefully cut out of the
bottom of the ditch. The paste that
had been gathered in this way was
probably employed to maintain and

repair the rampart.
The extraction of the primary silt by
the builders deprived us of ar-
chaeological information about the
initial use of the enclosure. After the
removal of the silt, however, an assem-
blage of objects that appear to have a
ritual character were placed on the
ditch floor. The deposits, which were
probably offerings of some kind and
which might originally have been in
leather bags, include human bone, ani-
mal bone, flint tools and pottery.

In addition to these items, objects
more clearly connected with the dis-
posal of human bodies were placed in
the ditch. i i
right side up at irregular interv
the ditch floor. A considerable quanti-
ty of broken human bone is also inter-
spersed throughout the bottom layers
of the ditch. Among the mass of bone
two child burials survive intact under
neatly constructed flint cairns.

Perhaps more significant are the
trunk and thighs of a youth of about 15
whose body had clearly been lying ex-
posed in the ditch in a relatively ad-
vanced state of decay. When the body
had begun to fall apart, parts of it may
have been dragged to the bottom of the
ditch by dogs or other predators that
gnawed the bones extensively. )

The suggestion that bodies were in-/
tentionally exposed in or around the:,
main_enclosure at Hambledon Hill!

could help to answer two significant *

questions about Neolithic funeral
practices. The excavation of long bar-
TOws at ( sites has shown the bar-
rows were the final resting place for
skeletons or parts of skeletons that had
been allowed to weather elsewhere.
Where had the bones in the ong bar-
rows been exposed to the elements?
Furthermore, there is a puzzling im-
balance in the bones retrieved from the
barrows. In general the skeletons or

e

THREE METERS

1960 TURFLINE

CROSS SECTION through the ditch around

the main enclosure shows strata that helped

to establish the chronology of Neolithic events at the site. Phase 1 was the cutting of the
ditch itself, hence no Phase 1 remains appear in the ditch. The chalk removed from the

ditch was used to build
and what appear to be

the wall of the enclosure. Phase 2 deposits included human bone
ritual offerings of red-deer antler, stone implements and pottery.

The Phase 3 layer consists of the wall of the enclosure, which collapsed into the ditch as the
main enclosure ceased to be uséd. The Phase 5 layer reflects the ritual recutting of the ditch
and the deposit of additional offerings. In Phase 6 a flint cairn was built over the original
ditch. Phase 7 is a post-Neolithic accumulation of cultivation soil. (Phase 4 deposits, which
resemble those of Phase 5, were not present at the point where this cross section was made.)

partial skeletons include the remains ;
of relatively few women and children;
preference was given to the remains,
of adult males. The absence of chil-,
dren’s bones is particularly striking in |
view of the very high mortality rate |
that undoubtedly prevailed among in- |
fants and children in prehistoric times. [
What happened to the bones of wom-
en and children?

A reasonable hypothesis suggested
by our findings is that the bodies of the

\
\

much of the evidence that would be
needed to test the hypothesis. Similari-
ties between the artifacts found in the
barrow ditch and the artifacts found .
in the ditch of the main enclosure sug-
gest the two monuments were linked
in the minds of the builders. The
loss of the barrow’s mound, however,
makes it impossible to link the corpses

- exposed in the main enclosure with

those buried in the barrow.
The mound of the northern barrow,

community members were laid out inf] which is 66 meters long, is intact, but

exposure centers such as the main en{;
closure at Hambledon Hill. After th
flesh had fallen off the bones, a fe
skeletons may have been selected fo
burial in long barrows. If the hypothe-
sis is correct, then exposure centers
such as the Hambledon Hill main en-
closure formed part of a ritual process
that included the long barrows.

Sonte support for this hypothesis
comes from the fact that 60 percent
of the great quantity of bone found

the barrow has not yet been excavat-
ed. The reason is.that the northern
barrow lies in a protected position
within the later Iron Age hill fort.
Since the Hambledon Hill project was
in a sense a rescue effort, work was fo-
cused on the most vulnerable monu-
ments and the excavation of the pro-
tected northern barrow was not under-
taken. Although the material found in

the main enclosure at Hambledon Hill
[ is suggestive, a final answer to the
, question of the connection between the

the Hambledon Hill main enclosure

is from young children. Moreover, it
would appear that bone from male
corpses and from female corpses is
present in roughly equal proportions.
Thus all members of the community .
or of a subgroup of the community are !
represented. To link the main enclo- |

sure more directly to the barrows :

would require evidence from the long
barrows on the site.

Such direct evidence is not yet avail-'
able from Hambledon Hill. The south-
ern barrow, 20 meters long, was bull-
dozed during pasture improvement in
the 1960’s. The bulldozer obliterated
the mound of the barrow, destroying

main enclosure and the long barrows

+ will require further work.

: The final major component of the
hilltop funeral complex was the
Stepleton enclosure. Much smaller
than the main enclosure, the Stepleton
enclosure was recognized as a Neolith-

' ic structure by means of field walk-

<_s ing, ground survey and aerial photog-

raphy. It is probable that in the early
phases of building at Hambledon Hiil
the Stepleton enclosure was a small,
simple structure with an entrance fac-
ing uphill toward the main enclosure.

Postholes found in the Stepleton
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enclosure show that buildings s1ood
there. The evidence is too skewchy Lo
reconstruct the buildings but material
found near the enclosure suggests the
struciures were dweellings. For exam-
ple. the aldest deposits in the ditch
around the eaclosure contain little hus-
man bone (and no skulls, The depos-
s do, however. include large guwn-
tities of debris from the working of
Hint and red-deer antlér. ahich were
tvpecal Neolithic domeilis pursuils.
The enclosure was more than just a
Place of work: animal bones [ound n
and around the Stepleton enclosure
indicate that 4 good deal of feasting
wenl on there, The state of the bomnes
shows that much meat was wasied
and there is little evidence that bones
were smashed 1o yield humble soups
ar stews. Whoever lived at Stepleton
liked the chowest Lind of Neolithie
food=—roasi meal on the bone—and
did not hesitate 1o throw away the less
desicable cuts. The pamern of con-
sumption deiecied in and around the

THREE BAMPARTS Sanked the southern side of Hambledon
Hill wisen the hilltop was ot it bright 5a @ fertress. The main, mner
rampan was & mass of chalk packeld imto s “box™ freme. The frame
wan built of 10,000 sak brams with the diam eter of telephons poles
Al emch enkry point twe gubes swang shul onie & buge crstral oak
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enclosure suggests that a small and
relatively privileged group may have
lived at Stepleton. It 15 rempung o
speculate that this group presided over
the elaborate funeral Fouals that may
have linked the main enclosure with
the twin long barrows,

While Hambledon Hill was snll a
its height 3% a (uneral center a period
of modification began that probably
laseed for 21 or JEb vears, The cumu-
tative eifect of the modifcations = as o
1ura Hambledon Hill inte a great Tor-
iress, The rransformation was a gradu-
al one. and acis of veneration of the
dead were apparently carmed out for
a long time in the main enclosure,

he first defensive modificanion was
probably undertaken after the

main enclosure. the Stepleton enclo-
sure and the barrows had fallen invo
some disrepair. A major earthwork
was construcied along the southern
part of the hill. The earthwork, a
causewayed ditch backed by a number-

framed rampart, may have enclosed
all the vulnerable points of approach
1o the entire summit of the hill. an area
of about &0 hegiares

Little is known of the first system of
carthworks enclosing the sie because
they were destroyved soon aller being
banlt durmng the reconstruciion und
strengtheming of the Jdefenies. The
ditch segmenis were deepened and an
enlarged timbered rampart was buill
over the remams of s carlier counter-
part. The second ourwork also protect-
ad the entire H-hecrare hilliop

Like its predecessor, the enlarged
rampart had a timber-framed oy~
1y pe of constructon. Vertical SUppOrts
in the form of cak beams as thick as
telephone poles were placed about a
mgter apart along the front and back
faces of the wall. To provide stabaliy
the upright supporls were probably
braced by horizoatal bBeams passing
through the rampart self. Owverall
vome 10,000 huge oak beams may
have been employed n constriscting

SMETERS

pest. The sereening above the rumparts comsisted of infer=asea ap-
lings. The second rumpart slso had an cak frame; the third ram pan
was simply & chalk mound. The ditches were interrapied by basks.
of causEways, saggesting that they wers aot defensive barriers bat
meraly served in provide cosstruction maiterial for the rampars



the nimber frame. A project of such
magnitude must have made greatd de.
mands on the capacity of an early agri-
cultiral community to deploy its labor
resources.
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KL a Began to be neglected.
Al soeme point the ramparts of 1

main enclosure and the Stepleton en-
closure collapsed into their respective
dinches and the smaller of the tong bar-
rows tumbled inte its ditch.

In spite of ther dilapidation the
man <rclosure and the barrows ap-
parently retained some of the original
Fiteal funcrion. Examination of rhe
strata in the ditch of the main enclo-
sufe showed that after the rampart
around the enclosure collapsed, pits
were dug in the chalk rubble that filled
the ditch. The pits, filled with ash, pots
kery, human bone and anmmal bone,
WEre In some instances deep enough
o penetrale o the bowom of the orig-
inal dirch,

Later a narrow slot was cut around
the circumference of the old ditch. In
some paris of the ditch the slot was
cut and recut as many as four times
Some sections of the new slet were
filled with chalk rubble, cthers were
left open 1o silt up and still others
were filled with rich deposits of animal
bone, pottery and flint tools. The dig-
#ing of the pits and the cutting of the
stot may have been acts of veneration
lnked 1o the burals that were onoce
performed in the enclosure.

The final stage of ritual use of the
main enclosure was the construction
of a linear Hint camrn over the original
ditch. Excavation of the ditch around
the smaller of the long barrows shows
that the same sequence of ritual aces
previiled there: a slot was carefully cut
in the rubble-filled ditch and later a
flint cairn was built on the site of the
oid ditch. The parallelism suggests the
w0 monuments were still linked in
the minds of the builders as part of a
funeral complex, albeit a diminished
one. Mear the Stepleton enclosure,
which appears 1o have remained a do-
mieslet area, no such signs of com-
memaoration were fownd.

Whik the character of the monu-
ments inzside the rampart slowly
changed, the sirengthening of the de-
fensive arrangements continued. After
the main outwork was built the con-
struction of two additional ramparts
reinforced the vulnerable southern
slope of the hill. The outermost wall
consisted of earth unsupported by tim-
ber; the middle rampart had a timber
“box” like that of the inner wall,
Community members entered ihe

filltop foriress through three great
timber-lined gateways. One entrance
was next 1o the Stepleton enclosure:
the second was on the Hanford spur of
the hull between the Stepleton encls.
supe and the main enclosure; the third
was on the eastern spur of the hill
Each entry point consisted of two gares
Hanking a large central post. A road.
way 5 meters wide passed through
the entryway, which tapered slightly
toward the intersor of the rampart and
was lined with massive cak posis.

When the outer ramparts were fin.
ished, Hambledon Hill must have been
an impressive site. [t would have been
visibde for miles from the flat pasture.-
land 1o the west in the Vale of Black-
more, where the community's herds
grazed. The southern and western
sides of the hill were rimmed by a
timber-framed rampart 2,900 meters
long. On the steep western Rank a ter-
race had been excavated to provide a
stable base for the rampart. On the
southern flank a multiditch ourwork
system 1.200 meters long provided an
imposing defensive obstacle,

The command center of the massive
and grisly fortifications may have been
the enclosure on the northern spur of
the hill This enclosure, which is al-
mast totally obscured by the super-
posed lron Age hill fort, was detected
during the excavation by a combina-
tion of aerial photography and assidu-
ous field walking on the part of Roger
Palmer, the project surveyor. The 4.5-
hectare enclosure, which is set in an
excellent position for defense, has not
¥el been excavated.

The completion of the three rings
of ramparts made Hambledon Hill a
huge defensive structure. Yet the for-
iress was far from impregnable. In-
deed, the archaeological record makes
it clear that the site was abandoned
after an attack that resulted in the
burning of a large segment of the tim-
bered outwork. The segment, some
200 meters long, is on the southeastern
spur of the hill,

The fire can hardly have been acci-
dental, since the entire timber struc-
ture was on fire, with the oak posts
burning right down into their sockers.
To achieve this effect the rampart
would almost certainly have 1o have
been torched. As the ourwork burned,
the timbers and then the rubble I:IZI'IHI}:
the rampart collapsed inte the ditc
Much of the rubble is itself scorched,
testifying to the intensity of the blaze.

Both attackers and defenders proba.
bly ook losses in the struggle around
the Haming outwork. The intact skele-
tons of rwo young males were found
m the rubble and the condition of the
skeletons makes it clear that they were

quickly buried. One of the 1wo was
probably carrying an infant, which he
crushed under him when he fel] The
bearer of the infant was apparenly
killed by a fincly worked leaf-shaped
arrowhead that penetrated the thorac-
i cavity from the back

Hmlhcr Young male, abandoned -
dead on the lip of the outwork
ditch. was not covered by the {alling
debris. The condition of the bones in-
dicales that his body was soen dis-
covered by predators of all kinds. A
fourth skeleton, found in the upper
fll of the Stepleton enclosure ditch,
may have been dragged there and dis-
membered by dogs or walves.

Some of the victims of the anack
were interred with more ceremony. On
the north side of the Stepleton enclo-
sure are two deliberate burials that can
be linked to the conflagration. One
body, that of a young male, was care-
fully laid in a pit that was then filled
with heavily scorched chalk; the only
known sowrce of such chalk is the ram-
part destroved in the attack,

The evidence for a vielent end 1o the
helliop complex is unambiguous, bt
the circumstances of the attack are not
clear. In about 3300 ac., during the
mid-Neolithic, there may have been a
period of social upheaval brought on
by economic or environmental fac-
tors. Several Meclithic sites are known
to have been abandoned at this time,
some of them littered with leaf-shaped
arrowheads like the one found af
Hambleden Hill.

Such general questions remain for
the moment a matter of speculation.
More particular guestions, including
the sirategy of the inal attack on Ham-
bledon Hill, also lack answers. 18 seems
likely that the central objective of the
awtack was the fortified enclosure on
the northern spur of the hill that lies
under the Iron Age hill fort. The skele-
tons and scorching found so far might
represent the remains of a preliminary
skirmish.

To tell whether that is the case will
require excavation of the buried north.
ern hill fort. Fortunately the northern
spur of Hambledon Hill has recently
been acquired by the British Mature
Conservancy Council and will there.
fare remain protected from plowing
and development. The excavation of
the nmorthern enclosure would un-
doubtedly yield further clues 1o the
Meolithic history of Hambledon Hill
and the story of its demise. Nonethe-
less, the work that has already been
done at Hambledon Hill is giving an
intriguing picture of the energy and
imaginatson of the descendants of
Britain’s first agricultusists.
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