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Stonehenge Simplified

Foreword

by

P. R. Saunders, B.A., AM.A.

Curator of the Salisbury &
South Wiltshire Museum

Stonchenpe hiad [oF cenbafes atmacted
the wisitor and provided a focus for
speculation om Mam’s pasl. From the
very begimning of itz hislory it musl
have beem a special place. It has saifely
beeen & lowrist sitrection for al least
two ithousand years Although its final
tizildeng and malm period of e was in
the Bronre Age, ohjects from almost
every poriod since thet tme have been
Tound at Stonchenge, The Romans and
Sanons losl some of ihelr small change
theme just a8 w¢ somelimes do today,
Like ws, they must hive marvelled at the
antiquity and complexity of this greatesi
of all British archaecdogical sites.

The wark of srchasologists and scéentists
in meceml years hus emabled the story of
Sioacheage ta be largely wnravelled.
There s much deiall in this story and
many quedlsond abll reman unamswered.
Sionchrengpe Simplified docs not dwell on
the details, mor does it become involved
in controverdsl argumeenis. it has been
wrilten a2 & guide lor ithe persom who
wishes 10 ke pold in undepiandable
language when snd how Sioschenge was
baili, Some less (emilior words ame

underlined in the texi and are ex plined
in a glossary at the end af the book
Becaguse our Meolithic and Bronee Age
amcestors did nol write we shall never
know whal their inscrmcoal (houghs
were and thus we §hall pever kngw
for cerfsim why Stonchenge was buill,
Setoaehenge Simplificd pressats the moal
imporntant fects a5 ihey ane known
ai visuslly as possible im order Lo creale
a halisced view of Stonehenge. Al new
dincovemeed are made and inlorprelalion
of ihe evidence improves, the story will
chanpe: perhaps ihe only sure thing
shout Stonchenge B that the last word
om it Is mever likely fo be writien!

| believe that by reading this book the
wisitor to Stomchemge will appreciale
moee fully what he sces and therelone
derive more plessare from his or het
visit | hope that the reader will also
visit Salisbury Muscum where the many
impressive reasures uncovered by arch-
seologists al  Stonchenge snd nearby
siles are displayed. Mo wislt to Sione-
henge i complete withowi & wisit o
the Museum.
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How it all began

About 5,000 years ago.

(ine certain thing abowl Stonehenge is
that we shall mever know everything
ghout i 1t has puzeled, intrigoed, and
excited peaple lor hundreds of years. lis
buibdery befl no writies recards  Every-
thing we know aboul (§ has o be deduced
from the itoses si they are todey, from
sxcavations, and from comparisons with
wmier, less well-kpown, mosuments in
alher places, The most recent
excavalions wepe carried out im the
1950°s and early 1960°%

From ibcse and ewlier investigations,
wilh i sid of modem sclentific dating
techniques, archasclogisis are penemily
agreed when Stonchenge was bullt.  How
it was buill is leis certain; but the stones
theamseives, and pracbcal experimenis,
suggest probable methods Why i@ was
bubli s still ihe most open geestion of
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There are many fascinating books which
discuss |n detall the puzzies sei by Stone-
hemge, This sccount iraces Emply and
chrosclogically the building of Stone-
hemge a3 il @ gendrally accepited todsy.

WHERE IT IS

Slonchenge i cady o Mnd. 1 siands
batween two main roads, ihe AJI0Y and
Ad44, where they meet aboul two miles
west of Amesbury, Todsy you walk
throwgh 8 tannel widch connecls the car
perk and seket office on one side of the
road with the monumeni an the ather.
When you resch the sboses, you petd 1o
use Your imagnaton to pheiure ihe
counitryside a3 it was  whes ke
monument was buailt, Obwiously, no car
park, no fhepnel, po fences and no
artillery school o the morth. Frobahly
there were & few irees, bal pol growisg
in regular plantations such 3 you sec 1o
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THE EARLIEST MONUSIENT = ABOUT P00 B.C.

the morth west and to ibe east.  IF you
look past the stomes Lo the soulb, away
froen the road, you gel the |besi
impression of the gently rolling lemmain
which nsay have been famdar (o the
bulders af Stonehenge.

A few imches Below (he tuaed han Yilia afe
slanding oa lics the chalk, & soll whaie
rock loomad wnder the sea belween 1215
and 175 million years ago. Chalk hals -
e Souail Dowms, the Chilterns, ihe
Marlbarough Downs elc - spread over
sudibhemm III‘III\II like il spokes o &
wheel whose hub & Salasbury Plaan
Chalk @ poicus and Jdiaiss caily, 0
prehstons peopls Toumd 0 cassr Mo
tiavel allong fhe downland fAdges ham
through the heavy clay lands below. It
is mof sarprisstng ihem o find magos
prehistonc monunsenls Bke Sfonchenge
on Salsbary Plain, where carly frackways
el

THE FIEST BUILDERS @ F
STONEHENGE

Allhvisagh we know thal frackways
older than Sfonshchage crossed Saleabury
Flain, and that thege aic monumenils on

DPGEINLG

ihe Flain obder than Sismchon
Enow wery little aboul the poog
budt i We do know gl 0 ow
the work of one growp of poog
kst vl was el and el b over a
as lomg ax & thousand Lo twelve b
years. This meeans thal il pasl sue.
pndrabons wore imvoedved, b o
pedple walh completely dillcivst «
Iz, Though the poople weie Jil
they al sharcd, or perhaps silicion
focling thaf Sicnebenpe wa a
spsccaal amipss tance fo ihicm

The farsl mioiudment a1 Siomchen
camnaligoned ahgiag X TO HA® L
Meadithie  penod | Mew  Sloa
Al the bogifnang of ihis poosl
vaossgd Tromm ihe Conbimcin, baiigs
lhem the knowledge ol how s
ciops sach o wheat and bailey, a
Mo raree andmals such oo catile amil
Liradually ihcy calaldashed 1k
wihere gl amd  clumalc  oom
pernnlisd; and thcy novdod less o
o go Benbieg, Dehing amd Beoks
wilid losnls Cham ibe wriginal inbia
liad Ihe sml abowe the chslk s
Bl 16 o gany Ao wiork amd grass



well on it 5o the chalk downlands were
ome of the mosl (voursble arcas for
people to live n  seftled farming
communities. A Ereal deal BEd &0l (o
bo found out aboul ihe sie of these
communities amd how many of them
there were. W have (o sssume that
throughout the long period of the baild-
ing of Stonchenge, this scoely ol Tarmdng
communities must have resched a fairdy
gdvanced bevel. There miasl have been
enpagh people Lo do ke building. encagh
surplus food 1o feed them, enough catile
hides, for example, o maks plaited ropei.

THE EARLIEST MONUMENT

To get an ides of the easbiest monument
st Stonchenge, turn your back om all the
stones in the contre and trace the line of
the Bow circular bank which pams right

(n-.,_ﬂ.d.-r""
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AND STAKE

found the site amd through which you
have come on ihe modemn palk lrom the
luanel, The hank iz & tree circle with &
digmeter of 320 M. [97.5m], baill of the
chalk pabble from an irmegulas ditch
calisde i On  the morthsail dade
[ towerds the road| there was an enirance
with & causeway across the ditch,
naroeer than fhe ong (Rl you CEn see
pow, In ihe entramcc IMEre were Sin
rows of holes which may have contained
stakes, and two luger holes which may
hawe held stones, none of which can sow
be seen. Beyond the eatfamce, close fo
ihe pond, is the Heel Stone, o thisty five
{om sevsen stone in i aeturel stste, bat
which may have been chosem for it
blunt paimied lop.

n the mght kend sade of the enirance as
you [ace the Heel Siome, past inside the
bamk is the firsd of & seres of concrele

duscs. Thiess mark the Aubrey Holes thal
pei  iheir mame liom  the sevenieenth

eentury anngusry lobha Aubiey who Dl
remarked an ithem, There are [y -2ix
of them mepilarly dpaced in a complebe
circle, but oaly those that have been
excavaled are marked. They mever con
tained stomes or posis, and wene refilled
soon afier they were dug  Mosi of those
that heve been exsmimed comtaimed
cremaled human boscs, Several also
contsined small chipped fliniz and long
bone pind

AMNTLER FITKS

All the digging for this and later slages
woild have been done with the simplost
focls.  Soft soil and chalk was locsened
wiith shurpered and llre-hardemesd sticks.
The hasder chalk was bwoken up with
an ler pecki like the one in the Wl iraiion
The sharp rae also wa hammered o
the chalk with he sloné, and then ihe
while pick was wsed a8 a lever (o prise
awsy a plece of chalk. The brokén pieces
woild ke raked together with other
sntler crowns [the tops of the antlers|
and then scraped into baskets with the
ikcailder-bade boned of oxem, Wooden
toodi may alio beve beem wsed, but
neither they nor ihe baskeis survive
Several of the bone and antler tools,
horwewer, were lousd in the filling of the
difch, and can be igen in ithe Museum in
Solisbury. Praciical trials have been made
with amiler took, and they have proved
surprisingly elfeciive.

CLU ARG LOFSE CHALK FROed
THE DITOH

The Henge begins to grow

The simple bank and ditch enclosure
remaimed  ungharged [or some  five
humdred years, Aboul 2100 BC 8 new
struciure wai budl, that s isoughl o
have been the work of people of 3 new
culture who had been arriving in Bratsin
from the Coniinenl daring ihe precedang
cenlury. lhefe da fol soem io have been
many of them, bl lhey seem io have
made sn impaci om ithe life of ihe
Meolithic people whom they Tourd m
ococapation.  They are distinguished by
being the firsl people known in Brtaim
to owm godd and copper objects, and by
being greal travelers in seasch of these
meiali, They are kmown a8 the Beaker
people, from the distinebwe Iype of
potbery which B commonly loumnd in
Hhein graves

THE COMING OF THE BLUESTOMNIES
Mhe new struciure used large mum s

slomes [of the Tirsf Bhmee ai Stunchivmn;
Some of these stones cam stll be woe
becaicic hoy were rewsed s ihe lai
srrangeenents of  the  momwise.
MNotking, however, can now be seen .
this secomd stage of ihe monume
Ihe posibion of the siomes when th
were (il broughl to the sibe i o
knows (fom the discovery by excavati
ol the holes they occupied,

The stonce arr known &5 (e Bluciton
from  their bWue-grey colows, and the
welgh wp (o soven tong  Nono of (he
ilones ooour nsiuradly arownd  Sios
henge, and their ofigin has been identali
h'l' IEﬂluF.'l.El i il FI'\'IH\'I"P Ml ariain Laai.
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THE PRESCILL Y BOUNTAINE — WHERE THE BLUBSTONES CAME FRDM

in Pembrokeshire [Dyled] in South
Wales, some |50 mdles | 20% km|] as the
crow Mies. 0 b+ impossible (o tell what
special importance the stones had for the
builders of the iecond Sionehenge Lo
make them go lo the trouble of tramspor-
ing them from o Tar away. A possible
rowte, largely usming waler, ha been
worked out, and i lhastrated in the map.
From  practicasl experiments largely
carreed out by schoolboys, it is suggested
ihal ralts moght Bave been wsed slong
e Soaillh Wakes coddl, &nd dagoul canoei
lashed togeibor, on the mivers im Avon
amd W ilkshire.

When ihey oroxched Stomehenge. the
Blisestones weis ereched in the centre of

the emclosure in 8 double circle thal wai
never completed. The dde mearest (he
Heel Stome had exira slondd, sugpeiling
an enirance. Soon aler they were
erecied, the Blueitones were Laken down
again, and presamably stofed nearby

In the diagram are also marked the Towr
‘stalioms”. These are in the same circle
as the Aubrey Holes, two are sarsen
stonecs, and two small circular mounds,
which may ako have once had siones
Magongd lises drawn  between  them
intersect al ihe ceatre of the clcle

THE AVENUE
The entramce gap in the onginel bask was
widemed 1o the size you can see boday

POSSIBLE MOWTE OF THE BLUESTONES

Fraim il, parallel banks and diiches wers
exlemded away lrom ihe monument snad
dowi the slope on the oiker side of ihe
midern road. This is calbed the Avenae
Beyomsd the point where you can neo
lomger see ihe banks, i1 has becn padible
o frace the Dariber course of the Avenue
Iram ihe air as marked in the seil. When
it reaches the botlom of the dope, it
furna Lo the nght amd climbs bowards the
ridge = the direction of Amesbury],
whach il crossos belween e  Dwo
prominent clumps of trees.  Beyosd the
ridge il curves round towards e FeE
Avon al West Amesbury, The map on

CARRYIMNG A& BLUESTORE BY Fa

Page | 1 shows the Avemwe goang nighi
ihe river bank, Bal ihe lasi shori sbice
has not yet been prowed.  The Aves
may have hsd 8 ceromonial purps:
there are avenucs il ofber similar imisn
ments, mlably al Avebury, (wenty ls
mikes  away o the naorik [
Ehicsiomes wore brought by waler
river Avon is the nesrest, amd the s
lakem by the Avemse & [he one wilk
ranirsl slopes Pethaps thio Aveniue =
ladd oml as & memsodial 1o the roue al.
which ihese very spocid sloncs  we
haubed™

CHRARYIFE & DLUESTOHNE O ok




Some 3 500 years ago.

THE COMING OF THE SARSENS

Afier the Bleesiones were laken away,
the limal siage of Stomchenge was slarted
by agaia Bangng im slones from a
destamoe. This timse [hey were very much
bigger,. e average weighl Peang [wenly
sin Lond, asd e heavecsl weughing up (o
fifty tonz Thoy ame called sarscns, &
name which may have Bsen derwed
from “Saracen’ moaning (Greign.  SamscA
i@ & very hard form of sandstone which
oinne natufally in the form of bouldon

on  ike Marlborough Powms  abus
itwenty-live miles away o the nogllh
They «<am sl be  seem  boiweo

Marlborough amd Avebury on (werlo
Down of 81 Lockeridge Dene,

Becawse of iheir bulk, the IrEaspoil o
the samsem stomes Lo Stonchenge mius
hawe gnvolved a great deal of effodt o
REinE The map shows ike shories
praclicable poute, and ibe dlasiralie
i bascd of thepdebcnl calcslations tha
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ROUTE OF THE SARSENS
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STOMEHEMNGE

i Salatary

have Becn made by archeseclogats For
cnamplc, the beaviril stosed weighing
bl B foms wosld have meeded somc
| AN men 1o haull and sbeady the dledps,
and Lo man-handls the gresil fimbse
moflers,  Gepang wphill the mumber would
probably be acarer 1,500 LR
wodd dragpng eanccoary  weight, (he
bocks would probably have been roughly
shped whent [y wore foumd, &b ough
the stone o very hard, it could be splat,

eilbn by ldl'l"llul._ wosnden wedpes il

aatural crack and ihen eNETlng pITwGa
by soaking ithem o waled Lo imake e
cxpand, of by Creating 8 crack with (.
and water. In (his way ihe slone woul
be heated by abuminglne of (30 a0
teigs, amd then seddenly cooled wii
waber, wike gl the samae Hima havieg s
beawy wloncs diopped wpon i, Furih,
shppung wask probaldy carried oul el
ihe slomes amived sl Slonchenge, am

AT T ahel & SR SR N W T S DGE AR D S



e

. ot Fo s
then the lmal drossing of the stones wis
dont by laboriously pounding them
smveolh wilh sarsen maulr,

All this must have laken & greal deal of
time; probably yesss. Finally the great
stoned  were  efeciod milo  the most
impresmive of all the sefes of momumen iz
at Stonchenmge. Il B impresive not st
Tor ils massive size, bat also for the crafis-
mamship with which the slomes were
fitted together, This B what makes it
unigue among prehislonc MonumeRts in
Britain, snd gives it the right te be claswed
as & preal work of archilecture, 01 has
been described as carpentry carried oul in

EFLITTING & BARBEN Wi TH WILDGES

stome. You can see this il you stand juse
maade the circle nearesl the road whene
ihere afre Qhece Amielr fesling on [owr
uprighis, If you lock ap you will s the
hiolde |a mofiisc] on ibe usdemide of the
lambel which was made to take a kaab |a
temon| on the top of (ke upright; forming
whal wopdwoikers <all @ mortiee amd
temon joinl. Each uprght had two lenons
fittimg inlo mortises on a pair of linteds,
m ive dotbed lines show om the diagram,
Each lintedl alio fits into the mext with &
longue and gproove joint.  Finally the
outer and immer faces of the linieh wese
curved 2o thal cach formed one scgmeni
of a complete cirche.

THE SARSEN CIRCLE — LINTELS AND UFHIGHTS

ERECTING THE SARSENS The whape of ihe hodos wilh one slaps
The st seres of diagrania shaow haow if wile and wiakes opposile bo prevemd 0

wald have been possible bo crect the up-

rights usang ropes made of plaiied huides,

and limber bevers, props amid shoar-degs.
[,

bottom of the slome crumblimg e sl
whem iI was overbalanced imila Lhe hal
has boem proved by excavaiwen. Ul
wprighl, the shney would have kel 0
have boon allowed (o eetile Lor soande Dis
before their fops were wodked on i
achieve & lovel bed lor the cuck o
limielz Haow the hintcls may have b
raised om o he fops of he uprigh
in thowm i Uhe seoomd serwes al aeagerani
In &l these eperations il would have by
mecessary Lo find levels, and there = o
peason B bolicve Ahat the Bugdder did o
know of sach simple aids ax the pluam

o Tyn=- Y
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lane, which can b comlasd wath &
wooden nght ange 1o find hosizonisl
levele. A wooden or pollery bowl watli &
Mat baeitoan amd a lime fosnd the indde
of its rum |up to which §t is fillked with
water | can &lso be ased

THE COMPLETED MONUMENT

What you wor o6 e centie of Slonehonps
jodsy are the remains of Che lMaal stage
af the monumeni, bui the stomes were
ee-asfanged several times during & periodd
of some five hundred years starting about
1000 BC Because maay of the onpnad
slonet st mitsng or art oaly vlamps, il
B dillicull 1o compare whal you #6€ Of
the prownd with recomitrected diagrams
of the final form of the monument
There sre five man leshares, ome inside
the other.

1. The Samen Circle. Ovngnally a
continuoss fig of tharty upnights capped

by thinty bmtcds  Sevenboon wprghis
romain i el onipingl posilions, mos of
them on the side mearcst the noad.

. A Circle of Blaesiomes.  This was onss
of the lasd of dhe re-sfmangomonts, amd
ward  ihe Hiuesiomes ongnally b oughl Lo

'

THE FINAL MINUMENT — ABDUT 1500 B.C

make the second moaumenl. Very litlle
of thin cirche remains.  The best place o
idealily it 6 the bec of smaller sloms
nearesl the Towr samcn eprights with ik
thiee continsous lintels on top of them
4, The Homeshoe of Saisen Trilihons
Trilithom" i a wodd iavenisd by an
eighisenih cenlury anlguady [Fom Twao

fareek words metaning Cthroe  vbomos”
Thicre are Tive of ihese trikithoss, ihree of
whick are compleie. They gei larger
fawardi the bend of ke Borseshos, The
largest has only one upright slanding, and
it emon on to@ I8 ey o sed. The
other wpright B hyind inm wo pades,
s the linkd B pearby on il side, show-
ing Iwo Lafge i tise hales

g A Horprshoe of Hlucsioscs in ihe
form of pilllars, which, lke the Blueslong
Cirele s STt il the fimal
eammangeimenis. Soms of those plllars Can
b ween in front of snd batwesn ihe (wo
vomplele sarsen trdilbons.

Thin prestly mimphies what won @
complecated period in the hatory of the
o men |

THE ALTAR AND SLAVGHTER
STONES

Two ol the vlonen have exciling names,
Bt gty god theom bong belore ihe days of
wernlific archaeobagy, and there o Hd
evidense at all 1o sugpest 1hat they wore
wnrd Towr the purpases (Beid names imply,
The Aliar Siome bes underneaih the Tallen
parts ol the lrgest sarsen  fraliiiaen
it is & large shaped biock of a type of
aanditome which in fownd cn the shores
ol Mdford Haven in Sowih Wakes, which is
on ke probable roule alomg which the
Blusstones were baought o Stonchenpr,
IThe Altar Stone may ofiginally heve lan
Mat, bt there s some ovidence Bo sugpest
gt it stood wprght.  The Slasghter
Stofe i the lurge sarsen stome bying (st
culisde Ut slone cirche mear the endrandoe
i (e bask This was slmosi coriamby
one of & pair of uprghl ‘pateposis’

PFHEHISTORIC CARYINLGS

Thare is nol mech delad gl Stonehengs
Soamee ol the tool marks, epe., Trom which
arghscologals have Budl up thaw peilaie
of Moo ihe monamenl wis OO led
aie dllsull o wee unlem thoy are poanied
il Lo you CRheRs ape o parts of tBishes
thal ase below giownd. The owtstamling
exveplion @ the carving on ihe sanon
shomrs.  They were discovercd dunmg 1he

excavaivms in fhee 19505 sand sie ol an
heads and & hidied daggcr Tlig ©ani
10 g€ @it Pioiaps ol CArvIngR om B o
e iboacs whone osilion B imailked o
the plan &b the Trosi of thes bosk Wk,
Yia see thes You may womsled wh
mrbody mobond e earlier. Ol 1v s
b thai s many vodiomn heve am il
lngers over (eem mnoe ihicy woic de
coveied, thel they have darbemesd s
become wery obwious = please don '
The presemce ol the anes and g
coulld hgve weveral mcadins el
they represenied @i for Dhe Duildin
of (ke monumenl, or pethags ey wei.
symbods of & culi. The digpor o simsls
i gyl o daggers found i (he Shal.
Cirawves mn Myoense im Greeae, ansd wiiagh
sugges! & culiural ek wilk Ehal part oo
the Mediterranean  dunng the eail;
Bronde Agd, despile some ilculties o
reconciling Jabei

TEl Pl RS THRIC CARVIMGE (kb ML L
THE SARSE N THILIT NS



RAISING THE LINTELS

ERECTING THE UPRIGHTS
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THE FALLEN TRILITHDN BEFORE AND
AFTER RESTORATION IN 1958

24
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FALLEM STONES

There are many other carvings on almost
every slome, bul (hese are the work of
people from aboul the 1Tth oonbary
onwards who could mot resist the bemipt-
ation to leeve their name behind, These
Eraffiei are omly ome reminder of ke
enormous number of people who have
visited Stonehenge down the ages Some
dide"t just carve their names. In (ke
lest century it wad known for visibom 1o
hire & hammeer in Amecsbury and chip off
they own  ouvenan’ Dhelibeiate
desiruction of (e monumenl ilecll may
Bave faken place during the Foman and
the modiseval periods, but théere B no
archacclogical or documentary evidemce
o support this. With an averuge depih
of Between ihree and Tive feei In ibe
groupd, the stones have 8 Teir degres of
stubslity, bui some si any rate are known
b have lallen Iroin Aafursl causes A
notable example @ the now completo
mrilithom on the side nearest the visiton®
entramce, which, on the 3rd Jamusary
1797, after & sudden thaw, "Tell with =
YEry scaible concussiom, l3|'l'.l-il"l'H'il:lZl"I the
groiandd” Am inieresting pair of eye-
wilmesses' ‘before and alter’ waler coloumns
cam ke peen in Saliwbury Museum. Thiz
trilithom, amd a few other sloncs, wene
re-ereched in 1958 bul this time & crane
mpplisd he muscle. Theme aue
differencey of opinion aboul how musch
of thin sor of restoration should be done.
Stonchenge © now in the care ol the
Pepartment of the Envircmment, whose
gencral palicy B fo examime, recornd,
conscrve and profect, bat nof to re-budd

Why did they do it ?

The question that people most frequently
sk aboul Stonchenge s “What was (1 all
for? Il s quile impossible i & Beicl
poopunt such m this evem 10 lisl the
nswers that have Beesm put Torsard by
lerally hundreds of wrilers,

LEGENDS AND TEMPLES

Al Tist people explasnsd it through
lepends and mage.  That dancers had
beem jufmed 1o slone there. Thai the
devil had baill L droppemg the odd slome
Bere amd there on the way. That it was s
momument (o Britidh heroes killed in
ihe Baitle againat the [anes. That the
slomes had beem broughl ower ke sea
from lreland amd magically pul together
by Meilin. This lat legemnd persisied a

slaying at Wilton House, was taken sighs
eeing by hid host, the Ead of PFembroke
amd  afierwards bhe commissioned B
surveyof of Works, the architect. Inig.
Jones, [0 examime the muins amd el
him whal they weee, The amswer wa
quale delinite - & Foman temple in ik
luscam srybe dedicated 1o the goua
Coelus. From this time oa poople bega
1o draw the stomes as they thought ibc,
were when they were fimd putl up; am
IL_k: Indgs  Jones®, [hese resiodsiion
differed according to what ihey thowgl,
the purpose of the monumenat bad bees
Even srtists and Engravers who came jus.
b record the stoned as they were, mad.
pictares which show clearesi how ihet
felt abomi them - making them look

An msud Virs of STesnHIRGL oo o

lomg Bime, snd @ inloresling now that we
know how the Bluestones probably did
g2l [o Stenchemge. Later on peopl
tended 1o sce it & a femple, and = iheiE
knowledpe of the ancient world incicascd
they temded Lo Tt whag Ihey had learned
about amcienl religeoas inbe whal they
imagincd Stonehenpge had beea ilrvipned
log For caample, kang lamics |, when

AN Wk CENTURY VIEW OF ST0MEHE NGE

rougher, taller, of more [iaghlening than
they are.

DRUIDS
From ke [1Tih cenlury omne idea gon
paitscularly Dimmldy Siached [ Saomc

e e
the [Druids a5 8 [Emple and (hal B

I M s Uhal ol haed B Paeill by
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sacrifices had been made there [ was
from these jdess that the Slaughier and
Altsr Sgonet gol their namea, Al the

A ik CENTURY VIEW OF & DRUD

time fhis was 8 reasonable nodEon sinde
the Dinapds had been described by claxical
wribers such a8 Tacitue and Fliny, and

were then the carleal known inkabitants
of Britaim, Thay were a Celtic priesthood
who could mol have amived in Britain
befiore 5000 BT ag the earlest and we now
know that building hed findched at least
8 thousand yeam befome. Bul the assoc
stion with Stonehempe of such whaolly
imagiaEry lgurcs a8 bn the ilustration,
which was taken from ss early 19th
aeniury aqualinf, has perasted slmost o
the present day, And perbaps sodne
people are abill confustd when they woe
BEwApapel piclurcs of memboiy of he
madern (Odei of Drakds performang teir
CEftimdnkid al 5Eoacheigpe on midsammer
BN

SUN, MOODN AND STONEHENGE

Bait misdiumimed morming has  always
boen important b0 Stonebenge.  Lomg
belore the dayn of scientilic archasclogy,
it was realised that the entramce pounts
towardi ihe place on the horizon where
the swn rises on midsummer day, Mow it
rises almost over the top of the Heel
Stone, slthough whes ihe stone wi
erecled, the wun would have risen dlightly
furiber (o the wesl, S0 people have secn

eV
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SLRAIST OVER THE HEEL STOME

this a5 & simple  Torm of calemdar to Tind
the day when the sun wes ol ibs highsesi;
and akio the primcipal festurne of 5 femple
desigeed lor sun worship YViou could
equally well hive Bsen meant Lo look the
othor way al the sun scitng on the
sghories day i the winler |belween
thie gap in the largest trdithon

It s possible, Bowever, (o drigw lanes
through many olhel parti ol the monu-
merl, [rom Slleecal slapes of 18 con-
sireciiom, and Gisd (hal the lines wall
coancedbe wilh wheore Ihe wun and the
woeod ree of i 6l dilleeeal e of
the year. The parts o ihse sonmimeni
thgt have been unedd o e i lmpin
sie the rows of poil holds in the enlianor
chuisway of e Baak, B leol Slos,
the fowr “statsen” posilions (Be Dliy-six
Aubiey Hobed, amd he upnghts of (5
samen cicle and homeshos, |1 has slso
beem argesd GhEl W0 woulkd have Bsieén
posaable BG predict echpses of the sun and
of 1he moddi agmd thal Ehe Aibsiey Flolded
couald have bBeen wied as @ kind of
caboulslaor,

Hul the facl that if li posable o show
that these limes can b drawn, camnad be
uged o prove thal Sionchenge musi have
been desigmed Tor & purpose thal made us
use of them. I we know thal we had all
the possible evidemoe, we might be more
prepared fo pudge sny parbioular theory
But we know thsl (here i more ovslonon
o famed - Tor Enibang, when the prosent
car park wias masde & few year apo. Throe

chormaas  post holes  wore  dessoverod
and we know that some evelenos
5 probably lost for ever, Sar Lhe qus sbioi
“whal @ o lofT" FeEndana & ofsn oane
All we can say [op mow s el SEonehe gy
may well have &1 lird beem Bl Lor =
praciical parposs sach @ observing b
mewiments of the sun and moen, and
that =5 Bimee wonl on, & Uho siped i
e came EEE R, il e e
became symbole; amd roligicain, Wihcilo
ihe slfomscmy aed e jeligon won
pilcteomnrd tod | we Camimisl 1l

HOW TO FIND OUT MOREE

In the Salabury and Soatl Wi
Mussum i Salabury you will Tinsd & fusse
wibiplh has ol deplay e foods, peodiviy
Bome pond, masce head and othst |hang
Founmd an Stonehcnge dunuig @ugavalssn:
There are alwy old pigtures ol e mou
menl, dagrams, amd meaoskels ool ks
slages of construcon. Un wile B & gosisi
selection of Slomchenge guidebaoaks

Mot far from Stonchenge there aiv iws
oiber cicular monumenis,  Wisosllseng
comisls of & serms of conceming wiwle
of hioles whech ofce contained posis aisi
aie mow marked by concrele stuimps, |
imight have bees &8 Stosehenge ik
momumsent @ owoosd, or mope likely, «
wriies ol 1.11..' roifed baddings Tor o
mimial purpoacs,  Mearly o Dsigianglas
Walli, 3 much lifger Emofudisinl wlhiowe
hank cam puil B eoch of Sllcl wade o
ihe AZ45 a mile &erth of the Absrabsaiy
by pad foandalbesul
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Useful Information

MUSELUMS 2

Avebury Muscum, Avebury 250 - for
great circular monuments, Silbury Hill,
etc. Dhewizes Muscum, 41 Long Street,
Dewizes 2765 - for pre-history and nataral
history of the wiole arca.

Salisbury and Souwth Wilts Maseum,
Salssbury - see advertisemeni

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
Ameibury - Hedworth House, Amesbury
33355

Salisbury - 10 Endless Street, Salisbary
[0722] 4956

FUBLIC TRANSFORT
See Hanis and Darset Advertisement.

CONSERVATION

The Council for the prosection of Rernl
Emgland-Wil ishire Branch:

Secretary M C Quarm, "Wyndhama®,
51 Jowephs Flace, Devires, Wiltzhise,
The Department of the Envirenment,
Season Helbets, walid for one year, cin ke
bought si Stomchenge which will admii
you bo all the historic monuments in the
care of the Depastment of ihe Enviros-
meni.

The Mationsl Tnasi -

The Maticnal Trust owns and pressfved
the character of the lamd samounding
Stonehenge mnd its members aie adimmitbed
free o the monument on production
of their membership cardi, Fos details

of membership snd of the other
properties owned by the Trust: Regional
Information Officer, ‘Wessex Region,
Stourton, Warminsier, Wilishire, Tel
Bourton | Dorset] 560,

YOUTH HOSTEL
Salisbury - Milford Hill House, Salisbury
l0m22] 271572

GLOSSARY

Anpiguary A studeni of ancient relics
Agquatint A form of engraving on copper.
Blarsfones See page 9,

Grafiid Drawings or writings scraiched
on wills and stoenei

Menge & mnament, conasling of a ¢ir-
cular bank and ditch which somotimes
conERIRS srangements ol slomcs insade il
Linrel & horizontal timber or sbome above
§ doof ar a window - at Stonehenge
ihe horifontal stones capping the uprigh s
af the Safsen Circle and trilithons

Mawl A hammer - ot Stonchenge, ssscn
boaildérs wised (o smoath the sarsen
slowcs.

Savpen Sod pape §

Tiae A poinl of prong as on am antler
i @ Todlk.

Trilitken Sec page 22

Al righis peserved . Foag el B el rewsow e s i P ol 0b s palslicaiion may b
tepaoibueed withoust the waellcn permissien of the pubdndcrs
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+24 Summer Sun
+19 Winter Moon Low i
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Astronomical Alignments for Stonehenge I-19C0B.C.
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